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1. ON FEBRUARY 13, WE SPOKE WITH ALFONS STEINWAND, A 
SECTION CHIEF IN THE EC COMMISSION DIRECTORATE GENERAL 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


ON COMPETITION POLICY WHO IS IN CHARGE OF THE CURRENT 
INVESTIGATION THE COMMISSION IS MAKING INTO THE 
ACTIVITIES OF THE OIL COMPANIES (SEE REFTEL). STEINWAND 
SAID THAT BECAUSE OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SUBIECT, 

HE HAS BEEN ASKED NOT TO DISCUSS IT. HE DID OFFER 
THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS: THE COMMISSION IS IUST AT 
THE BEGINNING OF ITS INVESTIGATION AND IS MAKING A 
DETAILED STUDY OF THE PRICING SYSTEM AND SALES VOLUME 
OF THE OIL COMPANIES OVER THE WHOLE RANGE OF THEIR 
ACTIVITIES, CRUDE OIL, REFINING AND DISTRIBUTION. THE 
COMMISSION IS COMPARING THE PRICES THE OIL COMPANIES 
CHARGE TO INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTORS WITH THE PRICES 
THEY CHARGE TO THEIR OWN SUBSIDIARIES OR AFFILIATES. 

2. AN OFFICIAL OF AN AMERICAN OIL COMPANY HAS TOLD 
US THAT COMMISSION INVESTIGATORS VISITED TWO REFINERIES 
IN THE ANTWERP REGION DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY. 

THEY WERE ACCOMPANIED BY A BELGIAN OFFICIAL WHO ASKED 
THE REFINERY MANAGERS FOR THEIR FULL COOPERATION. THE 
INVESTIGATING TEAM WENT OVER THE REFINERY RECORDS ON 
CRUDE PRICES, TRANSPORT COSTS, REFINERY COSTS, SELLING 
PRICES OF THE PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, ETC. ONE OF THE 
REFINERIES IS OWNED BY BRITISH PETROLEUM AND PETROFINA (S.I.B.A.) 
AND THE OTHER, THE ALBATROSS REFINERY, IS AN INDEPENDENT 
BELGIAN COMPANY. MYERSON 
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